
action two

 Active civil society in Europe

Are you a member of a voluntary association? 
Do you believe that civil society organisations can contribute 
to improving our societies? 
Do you see the development of civil society in your region, in 
your country and in Europe as a positive, democratic evolution? 

This action area provides different, complementary answers. 

The fi rst answer is to provide support to the running costs of 
think tanks and of civil society organisations at the European 
level. Think tanks, which are recognised incubators for new 
policy ideas, provide independent strategic recommendations 
and can undertake activities that inform the debate, notably on 
European citizenship, values and cultures. European NGOs are 
highly evolved at the national and regional level but still have 
some way to go at the EU level. This focus provides civil society 
organisations and think tanks with the structural support they 
need to network across Europe. 

The second answer entails encouraging civil society organisa-
tions of different hues (NGOs, trade unions, think tanks, etc.) 
to organise trans-national European projects which involve 
citizens or represent their interests. Direct co-operation of this 
kind contributes to mutual understanding and helps to identify 
shared concerns and values.

More than 100 projects of this type are supported every year.

action one

Active citizens for Europe

Do you know people from towns twinned with your own town?
Have you already participated in a project with citizens from 
other EU countries? 
Would you be interested to share your ideas about the future 
of Europe with other European citizens?

Opportunities are offered by this action area, which revolves 
around town twinning and citizens’ projects.

Town twinning helps to strengthen mutual knowledge and 
understanding between citizens of cities in different Member 
States by promoting direct dialogue and communication be-
tween them. Through such direct exchanges, participants get 
the opportunity to discover how much they have in common 
with people living elsewhere, as well as learning to appreciate 
the difference and diversity characterising the European land-
scape.

The European Commission supports more than a thousand 
meetings of citizens of twinned towns each year.

Citizens’ projects explore new ways of involving citizens and 
promoting their participation at EU level. These could include 
citizen panels, citizen juries, citizens’ cafes and much more. 

In order to develop further projects in these categories, train-
ing and other support measures will be initiated. 

MOULDING A NEW EUROPEAN IDENTITY

The European Union is home to 27 countries and some 495 

million citizens. This union of countries represents a unique 

experience of bringing together resources, competences and 

dreams. Its major achievement is undoubtedly the fact that this 

area – where world wars and cold wars once dominated – be-

came a vast zone of peace and stability. 

The European Union is also a union of citizens, who enjoy new 

rights and profi t from the opportunities that are offered to them 

in this area without borders. Despite the EU’s undoubted suc-

cesses over the last half-century, there remains a certain dis-

tance between the Union and its citizens. Therefore, continuous 

efforts are needed to deepen the union of citizens and engage 

citizens of all generations in the construction of Europe. 

In order to bridge this gap, it is important to engage in a dia-

logue directly with you, the citizen and to encourage you to talk 

with people living in other countries. By doing so, you will be 

involved more directly in shaping the Europe you wish to live in. 

You will feel increasingly at home in Europe. 

EU WITH YOU

The EU’s Europe for Citizens programme(1) will fund activities 

which aim to promote active European citizenship, build an in-

clusive European identity and promote common ownership of 

the European project. It will also utilise the past to appreciate the 

present and build the future.

The programme puts citizens in the spotlight and responds to 

the need to improve the participation of civil society in the con-

struction of Europe.

The programme will foster thought-provoking and constructive 

debate on European citizenship, democracy, as well as the val-

ues shared by European citizens and the common aspects of 

their history.

(1) Part of a new generation of EU programmes for education and training, youth, culture, 

and citizenship
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Europe for Citizens
2007-2013
Your chance

to shape Europe

action four

Active European Remembrance

Did you ever visit the site of a former concentration camp? 
Would you spend some of your time collecting testimonies of 
survivors of Nazi and Stalinist persecutions? 
How important is it for you to keep alive the memory of Europe’s past?

The peace and stability we take for granted in the EU today was 
not always so; human rights have not always been protected. 
The fi rst half of the 20th century was shaken by two world wars 
which cost Europe tens of millions of lives. It is important to 
keep the memory of these tragedies alive in order to avoid simi-
lar events in the future. It is also essential that Europeans are 
aware of the past to understand why the EU was created and 
what its future objectives should be. 

This action area promotes active remembrance across Europe. 
Supported projects preserve the sites where mass deporta-
tions and exterminations occurred under the Nazi and Stalinist 
regimes. They safeguard the memories and experiences of sur-
vivors and witnesses. They encourage citizens, and particularly 
the young, to ponder the causes and consequences of these two 
totalitarian ideologies. Finally, the networking between organi-
sations sharing similar concerns is also being encouraged. 

About 50 projects are supported each year.

MORE INFORMATION:

http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/index.htm

action three

Together for Europe

Did you ever have the opportunity to participate in a major 
event putting you, European citizens, at the fore? 
Have you ever wanted to learn more about how to engage in a 
European project? 

The European Commission will act as a facilitator, focusing on 
three aspects. 

The fi rst focus is on the organisation of high-visibility events. 
These high-profi le events should inspire and motivate citizens, 
as well as stir their imaginations. They should help them to 
identify more closely with the European project. They should 
also make them more aware of the EU’s history, achievements 
and values and facilitate intercultural dialogue. 

The second focus is on the funding of studies, surveys and 
opinion polls which improve understanding of European citi-
zens, citizenship and identity. 

The fi nal focus is on the development of information and dis-
semination tools to spread information on the opportunities 
provided by the programme, the activities it supports and ex-
amples of best practice. Spotlight will also be directed on other 
European actions related to citizenship.
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